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James Goodwin is known to these pages as a writer
and lecturer on the art and antiques market, with
Maastricht and City Universities, Christie’s and several
economic newspapers and journals as his forum. In this

geographically wide-ranging and statistically literate
book, he introduces the nature of the global art market
before individual experts cover 43 countries in indi-
vidual essays of astonishing detail. The fact that in
Argentina there are approximately 40 art exhibition
openings per week may be set against Venezuela’s
Iboamerican art fair in Caracas and the turnover of
Norwegian art galleries. There is comprehensive
coverage of the UK, USA, Russia, China and other key
places in the global scramble. It is, as stated in the
foreword by Lord Gowrie, a ‘fascinating cabinet of
curiosities in respect of the art market worldwide’.

The explosion in the modern art market is not a
response to identifiable laws that govern such markets,
and this book does not attempt to establish any. Art of
a certain kind may have been a good investment over
certain periods and there is plenty of information on
what has happened and the structure of the market in
each case. As a starting point in the understanding of
the complexity and scope of the world’s art markets the
book is very good indeed. From tax matters to the
Internet, from auctioneers to dealers, fairs and
museums, the coverage is extensive. What does the
new art investor do once the availability of such
knowledge is at hand and a course of action is to be
embarked upon? The book has advice from Lord Gowrie
as well as specialist art consultants on that, too.




